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Fiat Linimentum.
For the first seven days the disease continued unabated ; the tincture was gradually increased from two to eight minims every fourth hour. The constipation of the bowels was obviated from time to time by the administration of turpentine enemata.
On the morning of the eighth day, the effect of the tincture of aconite began to be manifested ; these were drowsiness, reduction and intermission of pulse (the number of beats falling from 120 to 84), and copious perspiration. The patient.was able to open her mouth a little, the rigidity of muscles of mastication was somewhat less, and she was able to swallow her broth much more freely ; the recurrence of the spasms was less frequent and troublesome, and she slept for some time during the night; she complained of great stiffness of her back, loins, and calves of the legs.
On the ninth day there was a total cessation of spasm, but an exacerbation took place during the night of that day.
The fits came on about 8 p.m., and left her about 2 a.m., with pain in the throat, when the tincture was increased from 8 to 12 minims.
On the tenth day she complaincd of giddiness and tendency to vomit, with a slight relaxation of the sterno-cleido-mastoid muscle, and the pain of the precordial region subsided ; the dose of the tincture was reduced from twelve to ten minims, and given in combination with fifteen minims of chlorodyne every four hours. She vomited the medicine in the morning, but retained her food; and was less troubled with spasms, having been affected by them only about five or six times.
On the eleventh day the father of the girl turned her from her prone position, with the result of inducing a most violent fit of oposthotonic convulsion.
From the twelfth day the tetanic symptoms began to be diminished, the pulse returned to its natural standard of 84, and the rigidity of the several parts relaxed to a great extent. She wa? able to open her mouth much better, but could not protrude the tongue.
On the thirteenth day after her admission, she sat up a little while for the first time, complained of cramps of her legs; the stiffness of the back and loins still continued ; the tincture^ was again reduced from ten to six minims with the same quantity of chlorodyne, and electro-galvanic shocks were given to her over the stiffened parts, and she stated that she felt relief from them.
On the fourteenth day her bowels acted without medicine. On the fifteenth she' looked cheerful, was free from spasm, and mentioned that she was getting better. The rigidity of the several part3 affected very much subsided, From this time she continued to improve steadily.
On the eighteenth day she was able to turn herself to either side, and she relished her food; the 'shocks have been of much service to her in facilitating the relaxation of the muscle*.
The medicine was continued in smaller doses.
From the twenty-first day she was able to stand up, and to walk about the ward with the help of an assistant.
On the twenty-fourth day she was able to put out her tongue freely for the first time, and all medicincs were omitted.
On the evening of the twenty-fifth day she was attacked with dysenteric symptoms, which, within four days, were cured by the usual plan of treatment. She was then left without medicine for a few days.
On the thirty-fourth day she was quite well, and left the hospital at her own request. The total quantity of the tincture of aconite administered was seven drachms and twenty-rive minims, and the greatest quantity taken in one day was seventy-two minims.
